
 
 

DalesBus Ramblers  

Free Guided Walks by DalesBus  
April – June 2023 

Join us on a guided walk with an experienced leader in the Yorkshire Dales. All welcome.  
 

You don’t have to be a member of Friends of DalesBus to join the walks, but we warmly welcome 
you as a member if you want to support our work and become a regular walker with us  
– visit About Friends of DalesBus 
 

For all walks please wear boots, carry a packed lunch and drink, rainwear and warm clothing. 
Distances and routes may vary depending on weather conditions and guides retain the right to ask 
people not to join the walk if they have inadequate footwear/clothing.  

 
Sunday 30 April. Buckden Causeway Moss to Bainbridge via Semerwater. 8 miles. Use the bus to 

climb most of the hill, leaving just over a mile of climbing up the lane to the Stake Pass crossing between 

Wharfedale and Wensleydale, then dropping down to the pastures of Raydale viewing Semerwater along 

the way. This is a high level walk so you get the views, but it could be wild on the tops. Out by bus 875 from 

Leeds 0920 via Ilkley 1015 (connection by 864 from Bradford 0925), Grassington 1100 (connection by 72 

from Skipton 1030) to Causeway Moss about 1145. Return by 875 from Bainbridge at 1641 for Leeds (and 

onward connections).  Walk leader: Joyce 07742 382631 Joyce212@btinternet.com   

Sunday 7 May. Malham ‘Mini 3 Peaks’. 8.5 miles. Strenuous. Starts at Malham National Park Centre. 

Experience the illusion of being surrounded by higher peaks by climbing via Pikedaw to the unnamed 

highest point in the area and taking in Kirkby Fell and Rye Loaf Hill as well. The crossing between Kirkby 

Fell and Rye Loaf Hill is over pathless and patchy wet access land, although the rest of the route is 

generally along established (sometimes steep) paths. Out by bus 864 from Bradford 0925 via Ilkley 1015, 

and Skipton 1045 to Malham 1120. Connections from Leeds by bus 874 at 0915 or bus 875 at 0920, 

change at Ilkley. Return by 864 from Malham National Park Centre at 1640 for Skipton, Ilkley and Bradford 

and onward connections.  Walk leader: Paul 07423 388026 

Sunday 14 May. Five Village Wensleydale Amble. 7 miles. Easy. An easy meandering amble through 

some of the beautiful villages of Wensleydale. Starting in Aysgarth, the route will take us on quiet country 

lanes, walled tracks and open moorland (where if we’re lucky we’ll spot several brown hares) to Thornton 

Rust. From there we’ll head down the valley side to Worton and down to the River Ure. We’ll then follow the 

paved path through the meadows and up the opposite side of the valley to Askrigg (one of the film locations 

of the original All Creatures Great and Small TV series). Then we will strike out across the fields and 

meadows back down to the River Ure and after crossing Yore Bridge we’ll follow the road for a short while 

and end the walk in Bainbridge, with time for those that want to have a drink in the Rose and Crown. Out by 

bus 875 from Leeds 0920 via Ilkley 1015 (connection by 864 from Bradford 0925), Grassington 1100 

(connection by 72 from Skipton 1030) to Aysgarth. Return by 875 from Bainbridge at 1641 for Leeds and 

onward connections.  Although not essential, you might find it useful to bring along a walking pole or stick 

on this walk as there is a short climb down to a stream, and a walking pole / stick might be useful to assist 

you down the slope and across the stream. Don’t worry though the walk leader will have some spares if you 

haven’t got one. Walk leader: Muppett. Muppett@cnet.org.uk or muppett@newlandsca.org.uk   

Sunday 21 May. Beamsley Beacon with Bluebells in Middleton Woods. Bolton Abbey to Ilkley. 9 miles. 

Starting from Bolton Abbey Village Green at 1030 and finishing in Ilkley, this is a fabulous walk with 

excellent views including the delightful village of Nesfield. The walk is strenuous along established 

footpaths and the expected finish time is around 1530. Out by bus 874 from Leeds 0915 via Ilkley (1015) to 

Bolton Abbey. Connection from Bradford 0925 by service 864, change Ilkley. Various return options from 

Ilkley. Walk leader: John 07906 105272 or john00waterhouse@gmail.com   

Sunday 28 May. Weets Cross. A six mile walk from Kirkby Malham to the summit of Weets Cross – a 

steady climb along an old bridleway with magnificent views down into Malhamdale to a celebrated 

viewpoint at the medieval monastic boundary cross. Return route via Gordale Scar and Janet’s Foss to 

Malham. Moderate. Out by bus 864 from Bradford 0925, Guiseley White Cross 0950, Ilkley 1015, Skipton 

1045; connection from Leeds by bus 874 0915 and Otley 0950, change at Ilkley. Return depending on 

weather on either 1450 or 1640 from Malham NP Centre.  

Walk leader: Colin 07722 162957 or colinspeakman799@gmail.com    
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Sunday 4 June. Anne’s Bus 1. Masham Leaves Walk. 3 miles. Easy to Moderate. Exploring the 

sculptures around the attractive village of Masham using field and river paths and woodland. Start as soon 

as we get there. There will be a buffet lunch afterwards – venue to be confirmed. Out from Leeds 0915 by 

service 36 to Harrogate; from Bradford at 0825 by Flyer A2 to Harrogate; change at Harrogate into bus 825 

from York 0925, Knaresborough 0955, Harrogate 1020 to Masham 1135. Return from Masham by bus 825 

at 1600 to Harrogate (for onward connections to Leeds and Bradford) and York.  

Walk leader: Howard 07766 405517. 

Sunday 11 June. Greenhow Hill to Pateley Bridge via Heathfield and Wath. 8.5 miles. Moderate.   A 

walk over a range of terrains with some stunning scenery. Starting at Greenhow Hill, we walk down to the 

old lead mines and follow a track over open land, till reaching the Prospect and Providence Mines. We then 

pick up the Nidderdale Way and follow it down towards the caravan parks before climbing up through the 

meadows to the hamlet of Heathfield. There we pass the hamlet’s quaint little chapel before climbing 

steeply down to the valley bottom at Wath Bridge and then walk along the banks of the Nidd into Pateley 

Bridge, in time for a cuppa, ice cream or pint or all three!. Bus 821 from Keighley 0925, Shipley 0950 

(connection from Bradford by 864 at 0925), Otley 1020 (connection from Leeds by 874 at 0915), to 

Greenhow Hill 1100. Return by 821 from Pateley Bridge at 1625 for Otley, Keighley and onward 

connections.  Walk leader: Muppett. Muppett@cnet.org.uk or muppett@newlandsca.org.uk   

Sunday 18 June. Grassington Meadows. 8 miles. Starting at Strid Wood tea rooms at 1035 and finishing 

in Grassington after taking in the fabulous Grassington Meadows in full bloom with orchids etc. This is a 

moderate walk following well established footpaths. Expected finish time is around 1500. Bus 874 from 

Leeds 0915 via Ilkley 1015 (connections from Bradford 0925 and Keighley 0910) to Strid Wood. Return 

from Grassington by bus 876 at 1600 or bus 874 at 1700 to Ilkley and Leeds (change Ilkley for onward 

connections).  Walk leader: John 07906 105272 john00waterhouse@gmail.com    

Sunday 25 June. Trans Dale Nidderdale to Wharfedale. Approx 9 miles. Strenuous. A classic route 

alongside the reservoirs in Upper Nidderdale, before branching out up and over pathless access land 

straight to the summit of Great Whernside, then down the path to Kettlewell. Out by bus 821 from Keighley 

0925, Shipley 0950 (connection from Bradford by bus 864 at 0925), Otley 1020 (connection from Leeds by 

bus 874 at 0915), Pateley Bridge 1115 (connection from Harrogate by bus 24 at 1020; connection from 

York by bus 822 at 0930 and Ripon 1030), to Scar House. Return from Kettlewell by bus 875 at 1735, to 

Grassington (change for Skipton and Keighley), Ilkley, Guiseley (change for Otley and Bradford), Leeds 

(change for Harrogate and Ripon), and York.  Walk leader: Paul 07423 388026 

 

 

 
 

 

Please see www.dalesbusramblers.org.uk for our latest walk programme. 

Single fare on all DalesBus services is now £2. 
Maximum single fare of £2 applies until 30th June 2023. 
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